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On behalf of the American people, I extend my best wishes to all those who observe 
Russia Day. On June 12, 1992, the first Congress of the Russian Federation declared a new 
sovereign nation. But the relationship between our peoples goes back much further. This year, 
we celebrated the 65th anniversary of the end of World War II, and it was the joint Allied 
forces that defeated fascism. Today, our two nations continue in our strong partnership, mutual 
respect, and friendship, and I am proud of the new START Treaty and our joint efforts to 
reduce our nuclear arsenals. Beyond that, our two nations continue to expand our commercial 
and economic ties. Here in America, many Americans can trace their origins to Russia, and all 
of them are an important part of our national identity. 
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